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Questions

Thank you to Gill Lee who has provided our homegroup notes this month. Gill will also be preaching from John 15 at Brockley on Sunday 19th of October. 

John 15:1-8 - Abiding in the Vine

Simon reminded us in last month's notes that trusting in Jesus as our Saviour and Lord means that “following Jesus is   . . not following a set of rules - it is a heart-felt living relationship with Jesus”

In John 14 & 15 Jesus makes that point very clearly. 
In Jesus’ final conversation with his friends before he goes to the cross,    he has just told them over Passover supper that one of them will betray him, that Peter will deny even knowing him, that he is about to leave them - that there will be trouble ahead, guaranteed. 

But then immediately he says “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me” (John 14:1)

Q1 - We live in troubled times, maybe you are going through challenging situations right now, the world certainly is  - if you had been in that Upper Room with Jesus, how do you think you would be feeling? What would you want Jesus to say or do at this point?

Q2 - What thoughts do you think the picture of the vine would have evoked in Jesus’ friends?

Pruning is Painful! 
They are now having this conversation outside, having left the upper room, so probably walking through a Spring vineyard where pruning has yet to happen. The Greek word translated in NIV ‘prunes’, also means ‘cleans’. Hence Jesus says "you are already clean (same word)”. Those of us who have surrendered their lives to Christ are ‘clean’ but still need some work done on us if we are to be fruitful! 

Q3 -  What do you think Jesus is saying to them about the need for pruning? In what ways do you think God might do that in our lives?

Q3.5
Can you count how many times Jesus says ‘abide’ in the King James Bible, or ‘remain’ in New International Version? It’s a key word in this passage. What do you think it means and how do we do it? 

Q4 - what do you think it means to ‘bear fruit’?


————————————

You may see a link with my previous home group notes on the subject of discipleship! God is utterly committed to us becoming the people he made us, and died for us, to become. 

Prayer: Lord God, help us to support, love, encourage and pray faithfully for one another, especially through seasons of painful pruning, so that we may all bear much fruit for your kingdom. Amen. 


——————————————
