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Numbers Chapter 13
13 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe send one of its leaders.”
17 When Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he said, “Go up through the Negev and on into the hill country. 18 See what the land is like and whether the people who live there are strong or weak, few or many. 19 What kind of land do they live in? Is it good or bad? What kind of towns do they live in? Are they unwalled or fortified? 20 How is the soil? Is it fertile or poor? Are there trees in it or not? Do your best to bring back some of the fruit of the land.”
23 When they reached the Valley of Eshkol,[a] they cut off a branch bearing a single cluster of grapes. Two of them carried it on a pole between them, along with some pomegranates and figs. 25 At the end of forty days they returned from exploring the land.
There they reported to Moses and to the whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 “We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 28 But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan.”
30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”
31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those people; they are stronger than we are.” 32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. 33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.”

Q1
Working as a team, try and explain how the story of Numbers 13 fits into the bigger picture of the Old Testament from Abraham to entering the promised land.  
Q2
Which bits of the reconnaissance group’s report do you think were accurate? 
Q3
Which bits of the reconnaissance group’s report do you think were not accurate?
Q4
What were the consequences of this negative report? What does it teach us about how our own attitudes can affect others? 
Q5
Look at the different conclusions of the reconnaissance team: 
Ten of them concluded: ““We can’t attack those people; they are stronger than we are.” (v31)
Joshua and Caleb concluded: ““We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.” (v30)
Joshua and Caleb have exactly the same data as the others but came to a different conclusion. Why do you think that this is? Were they blindly optimistic and gung ho? 
Q6
What would you say to somebody who said, “Looking at your age profile of your congregation,  I don’t know why you are bothering. What is the point of building an extension, when, if you wind the clock forward 10 or 20 years, there will be nobody left?”
Q7
Discuss this statement and try and back up your views with Bible evidence , “A whole generation missed out on the promised land, and lived their lives in the desert, not because of some spectacular sin, but because of persistent, low level, grumbling”

Don’t let sharing and prayer get squeezed out
“Father, thank you for reminding us that gratitude is the right response to your goodness. Keep us from the unbelief and grumbling of the Israelites and help us to trust in you. Teach us to remember your faithfulness, to stand firm on the promises of your Word, and rejoice in your care. Help us to walk by faith today, with thankful hearts that honour you.
Amen.”
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Q1
Working together - make a list of all the census / countings and notable numberings of people that you can think of in the Bible.
Q2
When Abraham died, how much of what God had promised him had come true? What is the lesson for us? 
Q3
Looking at Q5 on the Brockley Survey Results sheet – is it about what you expected? What do you think might have been in the ‘other’ category? 
Q4
What is the significance of the phrase ‘a land flowing with milk and honey’ in the reconnaissance report.  (in verse 27) 
Q5
Why do you think that the negative report was so persuasive?
Q6
The church is always only one generation from extinction. What is a good response to this fact? 
Q7
Looking at the survey results for Q6 ‘would you attend a service at Brockley every week’ – have a chat about the results? Did they you surprise you? What are the ‘fors’ and ‘againsts’ of having a service at Brockley Chapel every Sunday.
If you have been a Christian for 30 years and attended church, you will have heard around 2000 sermons and Bible studies. If after all that, you still haven’t (a) brought anybody to Christ (b) aren’t confident about sharing your faith (c) haven’t brought anybody to a church event in the last 12 months – do you really think that ‘more of the same’ is going to help?  
Q8
How different would our services be, and how comfortable would you feel if we re-structured closer to the New Testament pattern?
“26 What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each of you has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that the church may be built up.” 1 Corinthians 14
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. (John 13:35)
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:2)
Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom. (Colossians 3:16)
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, (1 Thessalonians 5:11)
talk [ ] what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. (Ephesians 4:29)
And let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds. (Hebrews 10:24)
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. (James 5:16)
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. (1 Peter 4:10)
Don’t let sharing and prayer get squeezed out
Heavenly Father,
Thank you for your unfailing promises and your faithful provision, seen so clearly in the story of your people and in our own lives.
Forgive us for the times we have grumbled like the Israelites in the wilderness, allowing unbelief and negativity to harden our hearts and discourage others.
Help us instead to hold fast to your Word, and to trust that you will fulfil every promise in your perfect timing.
Help us to use the gifts that you have given us, to be encouragers and to build each other up. Let us speak words that strengthen, to spur one another on to love and good deeds, and to carry each other’s burdens with humility and grace.
Fill us with gratitude and hope, so that our attitudes become contagious in the best way—drawing others closer to you.
In the name of Jesus
Amen.

