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What’s the point of homegroups
There is a helpful theory that for healthy relationships and spiritual growth, everyone should be part of three circles:
· A Cell – a small group for intimacy and close fellowship.
· A Congregation – the wider church family.
· A Celebration – a large gathering such as a conference or rally, reminding us we belong to something bigger and significant.
The cell meets our need for closeness. The ideal size is 7–12 people. Here we can ask questions, share experiences, and talk openly about struggles. There is teaching and learning—but homegroup is not the place to show off knowledge or push secondary theological views.

Homegroup Is More Than a Bible Study
We are not short of Bible teaching. We have excellent sermons, books, and online resources. Our challenge is living out our faith practically and authentically—allowing what we already know to transform our thinking, attitudes, and character.

Think of a Homegroup as a Mini-Church
A homegroup isn’t a church, but it helps to think along these lines. A healthy church includes:
· Worship
· Teaching & Learning
· Developing people’s confidence and skills
· Fellowship
· Pastoral Care
· Mission & Outreach
· Encouragement & Accountability
· Prayer
Your homegroup should reflect elements of all these.

Keep Things Fresh
Avoid getting stale. Rotate venues, involve everyone, try Q&A sessions, and invite ideas from the group.

Why Homegroups Matter

1. Broader Ways to Learn
Church services often rely on a one-way “lecture” style. Homegroups offer interaction:
· Ask questions
· Discuss and share views
· Learn from others’ experiences
Different learning styles thrive in this setting.

2. Safe Space to Grow
Smaller groups make it easier to:
· Discover and develop gifts
· Build confidence in leading, praying, and contributing

Tip: If you are leader, if you are talking more than a third of the time, it is probably too much.

3. Friendship, Support, and Encouragement
The New Testament has about 50 “one anothers”:
· Love one another (John 13:34–35)
· Encourage one another (1 Thess. 5:11)
· Pray for one another (James 5:16)
· Show hospitality (1 Pet. 4:9)
Homegroups give space to live these out.

4. Challenges Help Us Grow
Homegroups aren’t always easy—differences of opinion and personality can stretch us. But learning to listen, accept, and love those unlike us builds Christian character.
The church is uniquely diverse. In the early church, slaves met with masters, Jews with Greeks, men with women—unthinkable elsewhere. Paul’s words remain radical:
“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28)
These differences refine us, teaching grace, patience, and love—the grit that forms the pearl.

5. Social Connections Matter
Fellowship deepens when we know each other beyond Sunday conversations. Homegroups create space to share life—where we’re from, what shaped us, and what matters to us.

6. Reach the Fringe
Homegroups can be a stepping stone for those on the edge of church life—partners, friends, or occasional attenders. Informal events like barbecues or outings often feel more approachable than a service.

7. Review and re-organise
Everything benefits regular review. What are we trying to do? Is it working? How can we do it better? Also if your groups shrinks, look and around and invite people – try a no-obligation’ come and see. If your group gets too big – consider planting a new one.

8. Keep It Fresh
Avoid routine. Rotate venues, try new activities, and invite non-members for a “no-obligation” visit. If people move groups or opt out, don’t take it personally—change brings opportunity.

9. Prayer Is Precious
Share and pray together. This is precious. Prayer builds trust, deepens relationships, and reminds us that God is at the centre of everything we do.


