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Homegroup Study: Everyone Brings Something
Purpose:
This is not a study about spiritual gifts. It does use some of those passages – but it is about everybody having something to contribute.
1 Corinthians 12:7 (NIVUK)
"Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good."
Q1
When people get together socially (for a meal, a family gathering, a celebration), make a list of things that people might contribute that makes the event better.
A1
People will probably soon come up with a bottle of wine, or a trifle, or a box of brownies but push them to think a bit wider. For example – themselves: it will be a terrible party if no one turns up. Also somebody ‘called’ the event – they had the idea and pushed for it. Somebody contributed the administrative ability – they set a date and a time, they invited people, they kept track of who could make it and who couldn’t. Somebody offered hospitality by opening their home as a venue. Somebody was willing to contribute finance – there is no ticket price for a birthday party, but the banners and balloons and the food still cost somebody something. Somebody pays. We all also have to bring the right attitude – if we aren’t ready to celebrate and join in the games and the conversation, if we refuse to mix and mingle – we are a drag on the event, detracting from it instead of contributing. And somebody does the washing up and clearing up after.
Q2
"Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good." (1 Corinthians 12:7 (NIVUK)
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10
“Manifestation of the Spirit” is rather a daunting phrase. An everyday paraphrase might be “to each one, God gives something that is to be used for the good of all.
Talk about this verses; what are we learning here?
A2
Paul wants us to realise at least two things (1) That every Christian has something to offer. It is not just false modesty, it is contradicting Scripture to say “I have nothing to contribute”. 
When Paul talks about ‘spiritual gifts’ he lists some supernatural ones ( healing, miracles, prophesy, gift of knowledge) He so also lists some things that sound very ordinary: (serving, encouraging, organising, giving, helping, showing kindness, hospitality )
Every Christian has, or can develop these gifts.
(2) These gifts and abilities are given for the good of all. To not use or not develop the gifts and abilities that God has given us it to deny our fellow Christians a portion of God’s blessing.
“manifestation of the Spirit” is rather a daunting phrase, and an unusual one: it is not used anywhere else in the Bible. The word translated ‘manifestation’ is Phanerosis is uncommon.
Q3 
What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each of you has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that the church may be built up. (1 Corinthians 14:26)
Well will leave out ‘tongues’ and ‘interpretation’ – (that’s for a different study), but the point here is that the gathering of the Corinthian church was clearly interactive with many people contributing. (The word ‘revelation’ can cover many types of contribution from direct words from God to insights and explanations)
Think of all the churches you have been to and think of all the different types of meeting you have been to: which were least like this and which were most like this?
A3
In Anglican churches, people join in with the prayers and responses – but there is not much spontaneity. At the Quakers anybody can join in. At a Brethren communion service – the congregation is expected to contribute. Our prayer meeting wouldn’t be anything without people joining in. Homegroup needs contribution too. Not too little (don’t say nothing) but not too much (make sure you are not talking all the time.) A good rule of thumb is divide the length of the sharing part of the meeting by the number of people. If the meeting is 40 minutes and you have 8 people – a fair share is 5 minutes each. 
Q4
Pool all your knowledge of what you know about the Jewish synagogue and what happened there at the time of Jesus?
A4
There is lots of detailed information from contemporary sources – but there is also quite a bit of incidental information in the New Testament. 
Synagogue is the people not the building, the word ‘synagogue’ means gathering (James 2:2)
The main gathering was on the sabbath and Jesus regularly attended.(Luke 4:16)
The synagogue was led by a ‘ruler’ he was more the organiser and was not the teacher (Mark 5:22)
There were no sacrifices at the synagogue, activities included reading the Old Testament, prayer, exhortation and teaching (Luke 4:16–20; Acts 13:14–15; Acts 17:2–3)
Those who attended, including visitors were often invited to share, teach and exhort. (Luke 4, Acts 13:15)
In form and structure, early Christian gatherings followed the synagogue’s assembly-centred pattern, adding ‘the apostles teaching’ (ie The New Testament) to the Old Testament emphasising Christ-centred gospel preaching and adding a communal meal as the Remembrance that Jesus instituted. 
Q5
Do you think that the lists of Spiritual gifts in the New Testament is a full list? Are there others? Can, for example, art or music be a Spiritual gift? Can any ‘natural’ gift become a spiritual gift? 
A5
NO – it’s not a full list. And YES art, craft and music can be spiritual gifts. Exodus 35:1-5 “I have filled Bezalel with the Spirit of God, with wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge and with all kinds of skills— 4 to make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, 5 to cut and set stones, to work in wood, and to engage in all kinds of crafts. 
These ‘gifts’ are artistic, technical, and practical. But notice that they are allied with wisdom, understanding and knowledge. 
I think I would argue that any ‘natural gift’ can be a ‘Spiritual gift’ if it is exercised with wisdom, understanding and knowledge of God – that he is the giver of the gift, that it is used with prayer and mindful consciousness of God’s Spirit and for God’s glory. 

FOR FURTHER THOUGHT
· How might our church life change if everyone saw themselves more as a contributor and less as a spectator?
· 1 Corinthians 14:1 says ‘eagerly desire spiritual gifts - have you ever thought about any spiritual gifts that you might like?
· What is one small, realistic way I could “bring something” when the church gathers — whether before, during, or after a service?
· ‘Encouragement’ is a spiritual gift that every Christian can have. What one practical thing can I do to be an encourager, and builder-upper in our church? 
CLOSING PRAYER
“Father God, thank you that you have given each of us something to offer. Help us to see ourselves the way you see us — not as spectators, but as people you want to use. Give us confidence to serve, wisdom to know how to help, and love for one another as we gather together. Amen.”

Footnote. Don’t raise this unless somebody does, because it will be a huge distraction, but here are some further thoughts on women speaking in church. Somebody might raise the question that verse 26 includes man and women and anticipates that both will be contributing – and verse 34-35 seems to ban women from speaking. It’s a good spot and an important question – but it is beyond the scope of this homegroup study. Here are a few points – and Simon has written a 6 page ‘paper’ on it, which you are welcome to have a look at.

(1) Paul begins 1 Corinthians 14:26 by addressing “brothers and sisters” (ἀδελφοί), a standard inclusive term for the whole church. Paul’s use of ἀδελφοί (“brothers”) is not male-only. The clearest example is Philippians 4:1–2, where Paul begins with “brothers” and immediately addresses two women by name (Euodia and Syntyche) as part of that same group. This demonstrates that Paul uses ἀδελφοί in an inclusive sense, equivalent to “brothers and sisters,” and not as a gender-exclusive term.
(2) He also assumes women pray and prophesy in the gathered church (1 Cor 11:5), so a blanket ban on women speaking would contradict his own practice. 
(3) In 14:28, 30 and 34 Paul uses the same verb (σιγάω) and it is variously translated as “keep quiet” (until there is an interpreter – not forever) “stop,” (until the other person has spoken – not forever) indicating that the translation “be silent” sounds more draconian than it needs to be.
(4) 14:35 links the instruction to wives asking “their own husbands” at home, which strongly suggests the word γυναικες is best understood here as “wives,” not all women, and that the restriction is limited to a specific context rather than a universal prohibition.




