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Brockley Homegroup September 2026
Part of our series on The Holy Spirit
Q1
Can you share a moment when you felt unexpectedly helped, strengthened, inspired or guided. It doesn’t have to be ‘Holy Spirit’ – but I hope some of them will be.
Q2
 15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be[c] in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. John 14:15–17 

Any thoughts insights or comments on these verses? What does Jesus promise the Spirit will be for His disciples, and how is this different from the Spirit’s presence in the Old Testament?
A2
· Jesus repeatedly refers to the Holy Spirit as ‘he’ – The Holy Spirit is not an impersonal force. 
· The Holy Spirit is pictured here as a substitute for the physical presence of Jesus – which will soon end. ‘another advocate’ I will not leave you orphans – the implication is that the HS will be a parent.
· Jesus promises “another advocate” who will be with them and in them. 
· In the OT the Spirit came upon people for specific tasks (Judges 14:6; 1 Samuel 16:13). Here Jesus promises a permanent, indwelling Helper who never leaves.
Q3


26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. John 14:26
13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. John 16:13
11 Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. Mark 13:11
Make a list from these passages of all that Jesus says that the coming Holy Spirit will do: - I make it 6 – plus one more oblique one
A3
Teach all things “He will teach you all things.” (John 14:26) The Spirit is the divine teacher who enables understanding of Jesus’ words.
Remind believers of Jesus’ teaching “…and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” (John 14:26) The Spirit brings Jesus’ words to mind at the right time.
Guide into all the truth “He will guide you into all the truth.” (John 16:13) The Spirit leads believers into the truth Jesus has revealed.
Speak only what He hears from the Father and the Son “He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears.” (John 16:13) The Spirit communicates the will and words of God, not independent messages.
Tell what is yet to come “…and he will tell you what is yet to come.” (John 16:13) The Spirit reveals future realities as God chooses.
Give believers words when under pressure “Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 13:11) The Spirit supplies speech in moments of trial, witness, or persecution.

The oblique one  – is that they will be arrested and put on trial. (Mark 13:11) Jesus was always realistic that following would come at a cost.
Q4
26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. (John 15:26)
What do we learn about the work of the Holy Spirit here and what difference does it make to my life? 
A4
Since the Holy Spirit is with us – we have a ‘parakletos’ – it’s a rich word meaning Helper/Comforter/Counsellor/Advocate/Encourager – we are not short of resources if we learn to be sensitive to him and listen. 
In a world that has mostly given up on the notion that there is ultimate truth – here it is the Spirit of truth. In a world of conspiracy theories and misinformation – here is a promise to be led into all truth. (John 16:13)
The Holy Spirit does not point to himself – he points to Jesus. This is a model for us – we want our lives to point to Jesus. It’s not about me. 
When we try and share our faith – we are not alone. The Spirit has gone before, he goes with us, he takes the Word deep, and he follows up. 
Q5
37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.’[a] 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.
What festival? And how does Jesus declaration fit? 
Delegate this to someone in your group to research and give a 5 minute presentation.
A5
Here is the bones of the 5 minute talk. Sukkot was an annual camping festival where Israel lived in temporary shelters to recall their time in the wilderness and God’s provision, including water from the rock (Exodus 17; Numbers 20). During the festival, every day a priest went down to the Pool of Siloam, filled a golden jug, and brought it back to the temple where it was poured out on the altar. On the last day he was accompanied by a huge crowd. They sang psalms and recited Isaiah 12:3 — “With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.”
Against that backdrop, on the climactic final day Jesus stood and cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink.” He was claiming that He is the rock that was (about to be ) struck and that he is the source of salvation and life symbolised by the water poured out. 
Those who believe in Jesus will receive the Spirit as the real “living water.” The Spirit’s presence in us is continuous, life‑giving, and intended to overflow to others.

Prayer
Find a volunteer to read this aloud.
Father, thank You for giving the Holy Spirit as Jesus promised. Help us to know His presence, listen to His teaching, and follow His leading. Let the Spirit glorify Christ in our lives, convict where needed, strengthen where weak, and produce His fruit in us. Make us people who overflow with the life He gives. Amen.
For further thought
Where in your life do you most need the Spirit’s help — Help/Comfort/Counsell/Advocate/Encouragement/ Inspiration / Conviction/Deliverance/Strengthening/Refreshing

