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 How to talk about Jesus without losing your friends
“Do not fear their threats[b]; do not be frightened.”[c] 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience,
1 Peter 3:14–16
Q1
Have you got a socially embarrassing story (fun ones only) like turning up and finding they have cooked you a meal – but you have already eaten, or you say what a pretty girl – and it’s a boy.
Q2
What specific threats were faced by the recipients of Peter’s letter?
Q3
What sort of threats do we face in the UK today if we are open about our faith? 
Q4
(a)
“You shouldn’t be moving in with your boyfriend before you are married”
(b)
“There’s a mosque in Bury St Edmunds. Isn’t that terrible? I think it should be closed”
(c)
“Evolution is a load of nonsense. God made the world in six days.”
(d)
“Everything is getting worse and worse. I don’t think it is right to bring a child into the world today.”
Many Christians would think, that making statements like these was an example of Christian witnessing. What do you think? How would you react to each of these attempts at ‘witnessing’ if you were not a Christian?
Q5
“in your hearts revere Christ as Lord”(v15) What does this phrase mean to you and why does Peter include it here?

Q6
“16 keeping a clear conscience,”(v16) What does this phrase mean to you and why does Peter include it here?

Q7
If criticising others isn’t witnessing and if trying to force our views on others is inevitably going to get a negative reaction – what is witnessing? and what do these verses tell us about the right way to do it? 
Q8
What do you think of these ‘medium’ talk questions? Which ones could you use? How many people do you know well enough to ask any of these questions?  Have you got better ones?
Do you have a happy place?  
Do you think there’s something beyond what we can see or measure? 
Have you ever had an experience of something spooky or supernatural?
Do you think there is anything after life? 
Did you go to Sunday school?
Have you gone to church for anything beyond weddings and funerals? 
How do you decide what’s right or wrong? 
Do you ever find comfort in prayer, meditation, or mindfulness? 
Who has been the biggest influence on your life 
What advice would you give to your 21 year old self? 
Has your view of the world changed over time? 
Do you have any superstitions? 
What do you think makes life worth living?
Closing thoughts
Peter is not asking us to be slick debaters. He’s calling us to live lives of hope, openness, generosity and integrity. The real challenge is to be both bold and gentle, clear and kind. If we love people as Christ loved people - it becomes natural to build connections and make friendships. And if those friendships are real, conversations that go beyond small talk are inevitable. 
Closing prayer
Lord Jesus, help us to revere You above all. Give us courage to speak, wisdom to answer, and grace to live with integrity. May our hope in you be evident, and our words seasoned with gentleness and truth. Amen.
