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Brockley Homegroup Study November 2026
LEADER NOTES
There is a short ‘Spiritual Gifts Questionnaire’ that people are invited to fill in before they get together for this homegroup. A paper copy was given out on Sunday November 1st and it is available online at brockleychapel.org under homegroups

Q1
 If you could instantly become exceptionally good at one thing – what would it be and why?
A1
I think I would choose golf or art – or predicting the lottery numbers.
Q2
How was the experience of filling in this questionnaire? Have you any thoughts on its strengths and weaknesses?
A2
I dislike filling in questionnaires – they rarely give the options I want; they are too blunt an instrument. The things I like about this one are: (a) it is short (b) it talks about using gifts in the community not just in the church.(c) it uses ordinary lamguage.
Some examples of spiritual gifts being used outside the church
"Then Peter said, 'Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you.'" Peter used a gift of healing in a public place nothing to do with church.( (Acts 3:6, NIV)
"Philip’s gift of evangelism was used in Samaria unconnected to church (Acts 8:5, NIV)
Philip was guided by the Spirit to approach the Ethiopian (Acts 8:29, NIV) another aspect of his gift of evangelism used independent of a church setting. 
There is nothing in the (Romans 12:8) passage that limits it to church "If it is to encourage, then give encouragement... if it is giving, then give generously... if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. These gifts naturally extend into community.
There is nothing that limits the ‘others’ in (1 Peter 4:10, NIV) to only mean Christians. "Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others..." 
Joseph (Genesis 41) and Daniel (Daniel 2) also used God-given gifts for the benefit of wider society.
Q3
Does this questionnaire make the assumption that if you are good at something and like it – then it is your spiritual gift. Do you think that is a fair assumption? 
A3
Yes – I think that this questionnaire does largely make that assumption. According to the Bible, spiritual gifts are given sovereignly by God and distributed as the Spirit chooses (1 Corinthians 12:11). In practice, being good at something, having a desire to do it, and having that gifting recognised by other believers are probably the best indicators we have. However, these are pointers rather than proof. The subject is more subtle. Spiritual gifts, like natural ones, can be developed and grow or fade with disuse or misuse. And a person may possess natural ability without a corresponding spiritual gift.
Q4
 I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. Romans 12:3
(a) Do you tend to under-estimate yourself or over-estimate yourself? (b) Why do you think this is? 
A4
(a) only you can say (b) This is much harder and may require a PHD in psychology: I reckon pride and insecurity are in there somewhere. 
I hope somebody has brought up that according to the text (Romans 12:3)  we need faith to assess ourselves accurately. In this context, I would suggest that ‘faith’ involves seeing ourselves from God's perspective rather than through the lens of our pride or insecurity.
Q5
What practical ways can you think of to arrive at a ‘sober’ (realistic / accurate) judgment of ourselves?
(a) giving things a try is probably an important way we improve our self-knowledge  (b) You could ask somebody who you trust / respect to fill in a blank survey for you – and see how they overlap and differ. (c) We can pray for wisdom, insight and guidance. (d) Is your activity in a particular area being blessed?
Q6
Moses underestimates himself when God send him to Pharaoh. "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" (Exodus 3:11, NIV). And later he protested that he was not an eloquent speaker and was therefore unsuited to the task (Exodus 4:10). 
God does not respond by giving Moses a self-help book, or a course in positivity or a link to an influencer giving lessons on building your self-esteem. God does not tell Moses how amazing he is or about his incredible potential. 
How does God respond? 
A6
God addresses Moses lack of confidence by (a) partnering him up with Aaron (b) God says ‘I will be with you’. (Exodus 3:12)
The lesson is that the answer to underestimating ourselves is not greater self-confidence but greater confidence in God. Moses was wrong, not because he had failed to recognise his own abilities, but because he was assessing the situation as though success depended entirely on him rather than on God's enabling. In other words, Moses was seeing the situation without the ‘faith’ mentioned in Romans 12:3. Walking closer with God is the best fix to all our problems. 
Q7
 Spiritual gifts and abilities are like a box of tools that God distributes throughout his church. No one has every gift, and no one is without a gift. Do you find this analogy helpful? What are the implications?

A7
 I think it is a helpful analogy.
First, it reminds us that everyone has something to contribute. The challenge is to discover our gifts and understand where they can be most useful.
Second, tools are meant to be used and developed. Once we have identified our gifts, how can we strengthen them and put them to good use?
Third, a toolbox suggests interdependence. A saw, tape measure and square each have different functions, but they accomplish far more together than alone. Am I finding the right people to work alongside and learning how to cooperate effectively?
Fourth, tools imply a purpose. They are given to achieve something, not simply to sit in the box. What am I here to contribute, and am I using the gifts I've been given to their full potential?
Fifth, if a church gets too small, and insufficient tools are available to do the job, is it still a church? In Jesus time, there was a minimum threshold of 10 adult males (minyan) for public worship.  

For Further Thought
What would change in our church if everyone discovered, developed and deployed offered the gifts God has given them for the common good?
Closing Prayer
Father, thank you that you have gifted each member of your church. Help us to know ourselves honestly, serve one another humbly, and use whatever gifts you have given us for the common good and for your glory. Amen."

